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August 31, 2009

Dear Sir or Madam,

Wdste Avoiddnce dnd Resource Recovety Amendment Bill 2009 - "The Bill"

I write to seek your support for amendments I have moved in relation to this controversial
Bill.

The Greens (WA) strongly support the principle behind the landfill levy, which is to reduce
theamountofwastegoinStolandfill and to encourage recycling. Howeverthechanges
proposed by this Bill ilqe3lqlbqleyy and then divert 75% of this increased lew to the
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC). The Greens are not opposed to the
increased levy. However we are concerned about the moneV being diverted to the DEC.

The initial legislation diverted 100% of the levy to the WARR account, now only 25% of the
levy is to be diverted to the WARR account. My amendment restores the original intent of
the levy, that is, 100% of the levy is to go to the WARR account- lt is essential that we fund
the Waste Authority as an independent body if we are genuinelV concerned with waste
reduction in this State.

This current Bill will create a direct conflict of interest between the DEC and the Waste
Authority. The DEC will have a financial incentive in more waste Boing to landfill as its
funding is tied to the levy. There is no incentive for the DEC to promote waste reduction as

this would reduce the funding it receives. This conflict is analogous to the Police retaining
speeding fines to offset budBet cuts. A similar conflict of interest arose for the former CALM

in relation to forest management and logging. The conflict was removed with the creation
ofthe independent Forests Products Commission which took on responsibility for logging.



I seek your support in removing this conJlict of interest, so that the new levy amounts are
fully hypothecated to waste reduction programmes in WA, under the control of the existing
Waste Authority. This would remove the unacceptable burden on our Local Councils of
being tax collectors for the DEC. My amendment seeks to restore integrity into waste
management in this State. Such a change will require the Government to ensure DEC'S

funding is secured as it always has been, out of appropriations from the consolidated fund.

Contdinet Deposit Scheme

My amendment to clause 8 of the Bill specifies that the WARR account can be applied to a

Container Deposit Scheme. This is a waste reduction strategy which is hugely successful in

South Australia. SA recycles more than twice as much glass, 3 times as many aluminium
cans and 4 times the amount of plastic containers as we do in WA, due to its Container
Deposit Scheme.

This particular amendment has no budgetary impact but seeks to send a signal to the WA
community about the importance of recycling containers and reducing landfill. I understand
that the WARR account currently holds a credit of approximately S13 million. These funds,
along with the increased landfill levy could be used to get a Container Deposit Scheme up
and running in this State in the near future. This would go a long way towards tackling the
growing problem ofwaste in our society.

I would welcome your feedback on my proposed amendments.

Yours sincerely

LC-z
Adele Carles, MLA

Enclosed: Amendments



l1
The Minister for Watel To move

Page 2, after line 8 To insefi:

" (b) seclions 3 and 9 and Part 3 - on the day after asseni day: ".

The Minister for Water: To move

Page 2, line 9 To delete "the day after that day." a1ld $rbstitute:

a day fixed by proclamation, and different days may be flxed for differe[t

provisions.

Clause 7.

The Minister for Water: To move -
Page 4, lines 15 to 17 To delete "must not be less than 25% ofthe forecast leqr
amount for the finarcial year-" and substitute:

mtrst be as follows -
G) ir} the financial year ending 30 June 20 i 0 an amount not

less than tbe difference between 25% of the forecast le\.f,

amount for that financial year and !,he amolr..lt of lery paid or payable for the
period I July 2009 to 31 December 2009;

(b) in any other financiai year not less than 25% ofthe
forecast 1e\,y amount for the financial year.

Ms A.S. Carles: To move

Paee 4. ine lo - To delere 2<00 of .

Clar,'e 8.

Ms A.S. Carles: To move -
Page 5, afier tine l:l - To insert:

(a) to implement a comprehensive Container Deposit Scheme for
Westem Austalia; and

PETER J. MCIIUGH
Clerk ofthe Legislative Assembly
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