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Hon. Donna Faragher, MLC
Minister for the Environment
l Oth Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
West Perth WA 6005

20 January, 2010

Dear l\,4s Faragher,

lwrite to you about the important issue ofthe dredging of Fremanfle Harbour. lt
appears that the initial EPA report underestimated the impact dredging will have on
our waterways. From the outset, the e)dent of the dredging plume is already
exceeding the worst case scenario outlined by the EpA. ln addition, new information
has come to light about the dire state of the Swan River since the EpA approval and
this needs to be considered as part of a proper assessment.

Yesterday the Fremantle Ports released results showing that lead and copper has
been detected in the river water samples just near the Fremanfle Traffic bridges at
levels exceeding the Moderate Ecological Protection limit. The results show that
arsenic, cobalt and vanadium levels are also rising in the water of the inner harbour.
At the same time, the Port advised the public that it was safe to swim in the dredged
waters. The Port is not the appropriate body to make such declarations in relation to
publjc health. lt is possible that if humans come into contact with these toxicants
through swimming, negative health impacts could be triggered, pafticularly in young
children, pregnant women and the elderly.

A full Health lmpact Assessment needs to be urgenfly undertaken by the Health
Department to establish the risk to human health posed by dredging, given that
humans are in direct contact with the dredged sediment plume. This should have
been done prior to final approval for the dredging.



My office has been inundated wjth calls from the public who are angry and concerned
atthe level of pollution in the Swan River arising from the dredging-oieration. lhave
also been contacted by a range of scientists and environmentai piofessionals who
have raised many points about the inadequacy of the monitorjng program for this
project and the exclusion of any public comment on the details 6lthJmonitoring
program within the EPA approval process.

Accordingly I respectfully request that you invoke the powers available to you as
Minister for the Environment under the Environmentar protection Act 19g6 ro hanrhe
dredging operation until a range of matters ouflined in this submission have been
resolved. Speclfically section 43(1Xb) ofthe Environmental protection Act 1g86
allows you to "direct the EpA to re-assess a proposal more fully or more pubticly or
both... and the Authoity shal compty with that direction."

lf you wish to discuss the matter with me direcfly I would be pleased to arrange a
meeting at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,

AL4-
Adele Carles l\4LA
Member for Fremanlle

Cc Hon. Dr Kim Hames, Deputy premier, Minister for Health
Premier Hon. Colin Barnett, l\,,lember for CottesJoe


