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Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
Monitoring and Audit Section

Dr Jan Klaver, Director
Compliance Section (NSW, ACT, WA, SA & External Territories)
Approvals and Wildlife Division
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
GPO Box 787 CANBERRA ACT 2601

1'1 February 2010

Dear Dr Klaver

Comment on request for reconsideration under section 78A of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Re: Fremantle Ports lnner Harbour Capital Dredging Proposal, Fremantle, WA
(EPBC 2005t2477\

Please accept this submission under section 78A of the EPBC Act 1999 requesting that
the Federal Government assess the Fremantle Port Dredging operation as it is currently
constituted, as it appears likely that it is in breach of the EPBC Act. This would require a
reconsideration of the 2006 decision not to assess the project as a 'controlled action'.

A great deal of new information about the Swan River estuarine ecosystem has
emerged since that decision which must be taken into account to protect the ecology of
the Swan River and the bottlenose dolphins that reside within it. These dolphins live
predominantly in the river but forage in State and Commonwealth waters adjacent to the
port dredging area. The Australian sea lion spends much of the year foraging around
the area bounded by Carnac lsland, Rottnest lsland, Leighton Beach, Cottesloe Beach,
City Beach and Scarborough Beach.



The enormous plume of dredged material contains aldrin, dieldrin, lead, PCBs, TBT and
a range of other persistent pollutants that accumulate through food web effects and will
undoubtedly impact upon these creatures.

ln spite of these impacts no ecotoxicity assessment has been conducted by the Port as
part of the state based EIA process. This is a serious omission given recent revelations
about the grave state of health of the Swan River bottlenose dolphin population. I would
ask that your agency give very serious consideration of this issue to ensure that
protection of these species is not compromised by the current dredging operation.

Yours sincerely

CL-L
Adele Carles MLA
Member for Fremantle


