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Hon Peter Collier
Minister for Energy
l lth Floor Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
West Perth WA 6005

F ebtuary 23 2010

Dear Minister Collier
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PRIORITY PROJECT _ THE FREIVANTLE WIND FARM

I write to you about the prospect of a wind farm in Fremantle. The City of Fremanfle
approved a wind farm at the Fremantle Poft, off Rous Head, several years ago.
Unfortunately it never eventuated. There is a great deal of public support for a wind
farm at Rous Head and I seek your support in turning this vision into a reality over the
next couple of years. lhave already had preliminary conversations with the Mayor
of Fremantle, Fremantle Councillors and the CEO at the Fremanfle ports. All of the
people I have spoken with support the concept (with enthusiasm I addl). The
location is ideal in that it is very windy, away from people and on industrial land. lt is
also interestingly 'urban' and provides a unique opportunity for a wind farm in the
urban Perth environment.

I visited the Albany Wind Farm last week and was taken on a very informative tour by
Verve Engineer Daniel Thompson. I was impressed to learn about the new
advances in wind technology. The scale that I envisage for the Fremantle wind farm
would be similar to that of the proposed extension of the Albany wind farm (known as
the Grasmere Wind Farm). Essentially the Fremantle wind farm could look like this -
six E-70 Enercon wind turbines producing 2.31\ilw of power each, enabting it to
produce 14MW ofelectricity. This could produce electricity to supply 4,500 houses
in Fremantle and reduce our greenhouse gases by 43,500 tonnes a year, assuming
that the wind speeds are similar to those at Albany. lt would also replace 50,000
tonnes of coal and gas and accordingly, produce significant environmental benefits.



The Grasmere wind farm is budgeted at $40 million. Thjs quote includes funding for
15km of road and cabling infrastructure that would not be necessary in Fremanfle.
Hence the Fremantle wind farm would be less expensive, somewhere in the vicinity
of $30 - $40 million. Whilst I appreciate that this is expensive technology, the
significant environmental benefits need to be factored in so that the true cost of such
an investment is considered.

Premier Colin Barnett, as then Energy Minister, had the foresight to approve the
Albany Wind Farm back in the year 2000 at a cost of $41 million. The Albany
community is now reaping the environmental, economic and tourist benefits from this
decision. No doubt the Fremantle wind farm would become a tourist attraction, just
as the Albany wind farm is in Albany.

As a way to progress this, Fremantle Ports' CEO Chris Lea[Hayter has suggested
that a working group be established so that the foMard planning can begin.
I understand that there are plans in the pipeline for Rous Head, including boat pens
and roads, so now is the time for any future wind farm to be factored into such plans.

I would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this exciting prospect.

Yours sincerely

Adele Carles MLA
l\4ember for Fremantle

The Premier, Mr Colin Barnett
The Treasurer, l\,4r Troy Buswell
The CEO Fremantle Ports, Mr Chris Leatt-Hayter
The Mayor of Fremantle, Dr Brad Pettitt
l\4anager Sustainable Development, Verve Energy, Mr Daniel Thompson


