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Hon. Dr Elizabeth Constable MLA
Minister for Tourism
1gth Floor Governor Stirling Tower
197 St Georges Terrace
Perth WA 6000

3'd December 2010

Dear l\ilinister Constable,

PUBLIC COMMENT: LONGREACH BAY, ROTTNEST ISLAND

The Rottnest lsland Authority is seeking public comment on the proposed Mt
Herschel Hotel at Longreach Bay, with online comments to close on 6rh December. I

attach a copy of the one advertisement that was run in the West on '17 November
20'10. There are a number of problems with this advertising process as follows:

(1)the timeline is too tight. Seeking comment in the lead up to the busy
Christmas season leads to a cynical perception that public comment doesn't
matter,

(2) there was no postal address for hard copies to be sent to. Many people
cannot access the internet and some prefer to send in a hard copy
submission;

(3) there was no telephone number for people to call to seek information or
assistance. I note that a woman contacted Simon Beaumont on 6PR talkback
today, saying she had problems accessing the online comment form. She has
been struggling to get in an online submission for two weeks but no one will
assist her;

(4) there was no contact person named in the advertisement; and
(5) the advertisement was run in the Business section of the West. Whilst

business people may read these pages, busy West Australian families, those
interested in the holiday value of Rottnest, probably missed it.



To address these inadequacies and to ensure that public confidence is restored, I

respectfully request that you intervene to extend this deadline to 4 February 2011. I

also request that a new advertisement is prepared to reflect the new deadline,
including a postal address for comments, the name of a contact person and a phone
number. This new advisement should ideally be run in the West and in local papers
in the electorate, namely the Fremantle Herald (which is delivered on Rottnest) and
the Fremantle Gazette.

Rottnest lsland is treasured by thousands of West Australians and it is important that
a change as big as this proposal is managed properly and fairly. lt would be a

shame if this planning process was marred from the outset. The community has a
right to consider these plans closely and to make informed comment if they so
choose. After all, Rottnest lsland and its glorious beaches belong to all of us. An
extension of time, over the Christmas break will not unduly disadvantage the
proponents. I seek this gesture of good will from you, to enable the community time
to obtain the relevant information and to have their say on the plans.

Yours sincerely
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Adele Carles MLA


