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MS A.S. CARLES (Fremantle) [12.31 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to comment on this budget. 

The electorate of Fremantle provides an interesting case study on the impacts on the booming 

economy and allows some valuable insights into the two-speed economy of Western Australia and the 

impacts that it is having. The escalating international demand for WA’s minerals has seen a dramatic 

ramping up of mineral production and exports that has outstripped the ability of our regional ports to 

handle them. In the past 18 months a number of companies have sought to bend government policy on 

bulk mineral exports by experimenting with proposals to ship these bulk minerals out of the port of 

Fremantle. Despite Kwinana being the appropriate port for bulk commodity exports since the 1950s, 

the upgrades at Kwinana and other ports have not been able to maintain pace with the surge in mineral 

exports in recent years, which has created this bottleneck. As a result, more exporters are looking at 

Fremantle for purposes for which it was not intended. 

 

First we were subjected to the disastrous Magellan Metals lead carbonate experiment. It was 

disastrous because this company continuously breached the ministerial conditions set by the Minister 

for Environment, yet it still seems to have its sights set on the port of Fremantle for future lead 

carbonate exports. We have just had the threat of bulk iron ore exports through Fremantle and now 

there is a proposal for the bulk export of mildly radioactive rare earth through Fremantle to Malaysia. 

This has sparked international protests. The economic pressures are forcing companies to try to fit a 

square peg into a round hole, and the negative impacts of these proposals will fall squarely on the 

people of Fremantle if we allow them to take place. The Fremantle port is continuing to grow as our 

economy strengthens, with annual growth rates in container trade averaging around eight per cent per 

annum. With this growth, trade and associated traffic at the port and surrounds could nearly double in 

the next decade. Traffic congestion associated with truck movements from the port has reached a 

critical point in Fremantle. It is one of the biggest issues facing my electorate and it looks sets to 

worsen without intervention. It has become clear that a second port to the south is needed to alleviate 

the pressure on Fremantle, and a comprehensive freight rail network needs to be planned, too, for the 

future. 

 

Another aspect of the dark side of the mining boom has been the problems it has brought to the 

housing sector, with rental prices skyrocketing in the metropolitan area to the point where some 

people are simply being forced onto the streets. They are literally being priced out of the property 

market. I know this is the case because my office deals with many people desperately seeking 

accommodation for themselves and their children. I am not talking about the stereotypical homeless 

person with substance abuse issues or mental illness; I am talking about single parents with children 

who are forced to sleep in their cars. I welcome the announcement of $5.4 million in the budget for the 

creation of a homeless shelter in Perth. As homelessness is such a big problem in my 

electorate, I urge the government to plan for a second homeless shelter in the electorate of Fremantle. 

  

The impacts of homelessness in Fremantle have literally spilled out onto the streets recently, with 

antisocial behaviour by congregations of homeless people on the rise. Businesses are contacting my 

office, sending me photographs of homeless people sleeping in the doorways of their businesses. As it 

is getting colder, this is increasing as people are coming into the City of Fremantle seeking whatever 

shelter they can get. It is an absolute tragedy. A homeless shelter for Fremantle would go a long way 

towards breaking this pattern of homelessness, despair, alcohol abuse and antisocial behaviour. I call 

on this government to seriously consider funding this proposal. A tiny fraction of the $442 million 

state budget surplus could be used to create a second homeless shelter near Fremantle which, with 

appropriate services, would greatly reduce the suffering of homeless people and contribute to a 

reduction in the antisocial behaviour that is becoming really prevalent on our streets. 
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I have said a lot about the dangerous state of the Fremantle traffic bridge. An engineers’ report 

commissioned in 2004 said that it is at risk of collapse. The dredging of the river over many decades 

has lowered the riverbed by three metres and left the main support pylons for the bridge only partially 

embedded. This has made the bridge extremely susceptible to collapse in the event that a vessel on the 

river were to collide with the pylons, with the potential for over 200 fatalities, according to the report 

by Shawmac Pty Ltd. As we are all very well aware, the potential for a vessel to collide with a bridge 

in Fremantle is very real, as it happened on 3 May this year. The collapse of the bridge could endanger 

river users and vehicles on the bridge and create a range of secondary emergencies, which I do not 

think the government is aware of, such as gas pipelines, power lines and fuel oil pipelines on the 

bridge rupturing, creating gas and oil fires. If members in this place think I am painting too dramatic a 

picture, they should read this report for themselves, because this is what the engineers say could well 

happen. The potential for fatalities, oil and gas fires and environmental impacts are all described in 

detail. The inconvenient truth is that this bridge is a ticking time bomb and it must be replaced. 

 

I was pleased to see the increased funding for public transport in the budget but I was also 

disappointed that there is still no provision for light rail. Light rail is the transit system of the future 

and our car-dependent cities urgently need to develop alternatives for mass transit. In the next 10 years 

oil production will have peaked and we will be constrained by our dependence on automotive 

transport systems that will be subject to soaring fuel prices. We need to be making provision for 

systems that allow us to break our dependency on cars. I have developed a light rail plan for my 

electorate of Fremantle, linking the proposed Cockburn coast development with its 10 000 new 

residents to the heavy rail at Fremantle. This plan utilises the contaminated land at the former South 

Fremantle land tip site as a transport node and light rail station and follows a route along Hampton 

Road, reducing traffic congestion and linking a range of public services such as schools and hospitals 

with the historical and tourist precincts. I would like to see this proposal evaluated and implemented to 

ease congestion in Fremantle. 

 

John Curtin College of the Arts is a premier public school in my electorate striving to boost the 

prospects of some of the state’s most gifted and talented students in dedicated arts disciplines. It is the 

only selective arts college in Western Australia. The simple fact is that this school is in poor repair and 

it is struggling to cater for the specialist needs of its gifted students. For example, the gifted and 

talented education music students make do with a demountable annexe placed on the school as a 

temporary structure more than two years ago, and it is still there. This demountable houses three 

concert bands, one orchestra and small ensembles, not to mention all the GATE music students. Up to 

60 students are in there at a time. I have been told by the teachers that because it is a demountable 

without appropriate acoustics, it breaches sound regulations and they have to wear earplugs. What 

a complete disgrace. Most of the school buildings date back to the 1950s and were not built for the 

purpose of teaching students in WA’s specialist arts college. They were not designed to cater for 

gifted and talented students. They were not designed for the technology age that our children are being 

raised in. It is a testament to the staff that the college delivers the excellent outcomes that it does under 

these difficult conditions. This outdated college needs an overhaul. We need to be inspiring these 

students, selected as some of the most creative in Western Australia, with an artistic sense of space. I 

invite the Minister for Education to look at the design of the Central Los Angeles High School, a 

school of visual and performing arts, to get an idea of what I am talking about. I am talking about a 

visually creative arts space—an inspirational space to nurture and develop the 

creativity of our gifted kids. We need to think outside the box. I see a role for the Minister for Culture 

and the Arts to play, too.  
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These are the students who feed into the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts and who 

will provide the creative juices for Western Australia’s future arts  

community. It is in all our interests to deliver these selected arts students the best education we 

possibly can. I urge the government to take a close look at John Curtin College of the Arts and create 

an iconic school with newly built facilities that will cater for the progressive programs it is delivering. 

Those programs require modern technology such as editing and television studios, rehearsal space, 

recording studios and new science laboratories. New buildings will be even more important if the year 

7s integrate into the college in the near future. I urge the government to drag the college out of the 

1950s, just as it is doing with Applecross Senior High School. That public school has received $56 

million for an overhaul in this budget. I take nothing away from that school; I congratulate it for 

securing the funding. That is the scale of investment that is needed to bring John Curtin College of the 

Arts into the twenty-first century. It has been in the queue for a long time and surely its turn has 

arrived. I call on the government to take this matter seriously, to be proud of the only specialist arts 

college in this state and to create an atmosphere that inspires these gifted kids who will feed into our 

future arts community. 

 

The former Labor government’s decision in 2004 to endorse the Reid report signed the death warrant 

for the Fremantle Hospital’s emergency department. That decision is only just starting to hit home in 

my electorate, and the Liberal government has continued with that plan. Under the plan, Fremantle 

Hospital loses its tertiary status and its emergency department. That is hardly a good outcome for my 

constituents. Fremantle is unique. It is Western Australia’s port city and tourist destination. Accidents 

happen at the port. What will happen to a wharfie who is crushed by a container or someone who is 

involved in a boating accident in the harbour? A boating accident was reported in The West Australian 

just today. What will happen if there is a traffic accident on the bridge or, God forbid, the bridge 

collapses? What will happen if an incident occurs at a Fremantle nightclub or someone has a heart 

attack in Fremantle? I could spend all day coming up with emergency scenarios. My point is 

that when time is of the essence and someone’s life depends on getting emergency treatment and 

every minute counts, the new health system will fail the people of Fremantle. More than 40 000 

people a year attend the emergency department in Fremantle. Do members really expect that all those 

patients will go to Fiona Stanley Hospital? At its worst, this decision means that it is highly 

foreseeable that people in Fremantle seeking emergency treatment could die as a result of the 

government’s decision. An ambulance from Fiona Stanley Hospital will have to be driven from 

Murdoch to Fremantle to pick up the patient. That will take about 20 minutes if there is no traffic on 

the road. The ambulance will then have to be driven back to Fiona Stanley Hospital, which is another 

20-minute trip if there is no traffic. It will probably take an hour to get an emergency 

patient from Fremantle to Fiona Stanley Hospital. When every minute counts, this will be a disaster. 

My Fremantle constituents only stand to lose by this decision. I believe that the losses could be even 

greater than the former Labor government and this government have gambled on. Surely in a civilised 

society like ours we should place a greater value on human life than on the bottom line. I call on the 

government to rethink its health plans and to keep the Fremantle emergency department open. I make 

this call because the people of Fremantle deserve no less. 

 

I will turn briefly to other statewide issues that deserve some mention in this place. It is disappointing 

to see that the state government has reduced the residential net feed-in tariff from 40c per kilowatt 

hour—the current rate— to 20c per kilowatt hour. The feed-in tariff scheme has been successful. The 

demand from householders has been greater than anticipated, yet the government is cutting it back. 

This is a great policy that is working. We should be celebrating the uptake of the photovoltaic 

systems, keeping the financial incentives in place to assist householders with their escalating power 

bills and helping them to reduce carbon pollution. 
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I have spoken many times in this place about the management of our native forests. The state budget 

shows once again that the Forest Products Commission is something of a black operation. There are 

no details about the trading status of the statutory authority, its financial benefits or its profitability. 

All we are told is that the FPC will be upgrading its computers. Big deal! I am not interested in that. I 

want to know about the value of our native forests. This is the same sort of non-disclosure that 

happened last year. Meanwhile, our native forests continue to be logged, clear-felled and 

woodchipped without accountability. It is the right, not the privilege, of all Western Australians to be 

informed about the management of our common asset—our native forests. I find it absolutely 

incredible that forest coupes such as Arcadia and Chester are still on the chopping block of the FPC, 

given the parlous state of the agency. It is well known that the Arcadia coupe is inhabited by rare 

mainland quokkas. The community has been saying for years that it should immediately be added to 

the adjacent Wellington National Park. It makes no sense for the government to keep the Arcadia and 

Chester coupes on the block. We need to look at the economics of carbon accounting and at the 

ecological benefits of our forests. I call on the government to bring to an end once and for all the 

involvement of the FPC in native forests and stop the scam, and to refocus the FPC on the 

management of plantation timber, which can meet all our future timber needs. 

 

I will briefly comment on the apparent lack of action by the government on the draft legislation to 

protect Margaret River from coalmining. Every day the government delays on this issue causes real 

hardship for the people of Margaret River. The indecision affects business investment and confidence 

in Margaret River, and has placed the plans of many in the region on hold. We hear so much in this 

place about the need for a climate of certainty and stability for industry to make sound investment 

decisions in Western Australia, yet it seems that this requirement for certainty is not extended to the 

people of Margaret River. They need legislation that will protect them from the wide range of impacts 

that can be expected from coalmining operations. We know what to expect from these mines because 

it commonly occurs in other coalmining areas. The people of Margaret River can expect visual blight 

from coal dust, groundwater contamination, surface water contamination, ground subsidence and the 

possibility of rock fracture in the bed of Margaret River itself, leading to a possible catastrophic 

drainage of that river system. The people of Margaret River are not prepared to accept these risks. 

They want this government to rule out coalmining through legislation that protects the current land 

users in that region. Strong protective legislation must also outlaw the operation of coal seam gas 

activities in that region. The devastation being wrought by this industry on prime farmland in 

Queensland and other states should send a very grim warning to this government. Our water supplies 

are increasingly precious. Any proposal by a mining company that threatens our water supplies should 

be opposed. Numerous mining leases in the region could be activated at any time. The community 

cannot be subjected to an endless series of battles. I call on the government to expedite the 

introduction of that legislation to protect Margaret River from the coal industry and the coal seam gas 

industry once and for all. 
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