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Hon Dr K D Hames MLA 

Minister for Health 

28th Floor, Governor Stirling Tower 

197 St George’s Terrace 

Perth WA 6000 

 

9 July 2012 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Re: Obstetric services and Kaleeya Hospital. 

 

I write to you about the future of the Kaleeya Hospital in East Fremantle.  Whilst the 

new Fiona Stanley Hospital is set to provide much needed tertiary medical services 

for the South Metropolitan Region, I believe there is a strong case for the retention of 

Kaleeya Hospital as a specialist women’s hospital for the region, catering for low to 

medium risk births.   

 

The Fiona Stanley Hospital will cater for all categories of obstetric services including 

high risk pregnancies and pre term babies with specialist tertiary care. The new 

hospital will be able to accommodate 2000 deliveries with the potential to expand to 

2400 eventually.  

 

Currently Kaleeya and Bentley hospitals which cater for low to medium risk deliveries 

are projected to have 2300 deliveries in 2012. This is likely to place considerable 

strain on the Fiona Stanley Hospital if these hospitals are closed, as it can be seen 

that their projected figures will outnumber available beds at the new hospital. 

 

I am writing to bring this problematic and potentially dangerous situation to your 

attention, if it has not already been done so. I am concerned that women in WA will 

not have access to the appropriate level of obstetric services.   

 

I recently visited the Kaleeya Hospital in East Fremantle and was impressed by the 

high calibre of obstetric facilities and services currently available to women there. 

The birthing suites are certainly of a very high quality and the new Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit soon to be opened will cater for women with pre-term babies 

from 33 weeks gestation. 
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Kaleeya Hospital also has an impressive medical, midwifery, nursing and managerial 

workforce, with a number of high profile specialists with five well equipped operating 

suites, able to cater for all neonatal, obstetric, gynaecological and other surgical 

procedures. 

 

It concerns me that we are removing opportunities for women to birth in low risk 

environments.  As a mother who had the opportunity to give birth to my children in 

the low risk environment at the Birthing Centre at King Edward Hospital, I know first 

hand of the benefits of birthing in a safe environment without medical intervention.   

I know that for many women, this is their preferred birthing option.  In fact, research 

from New Zealand indicates that 70% of birthing women choose to birth by midwife 

alone in a non-medical setting.  

 

There are many advantages in terms of both health costs and benefits to women and 

their babies from having low risk birthing facilities available in community settings, 

relieving the burden on tertiary hospitals where higher risk cases must come first. 

 

Closing Kaleeya hospital would not be in the best interests of public health, 

particularly for obstetric services in the South Metropolitan Region, based on current 

and projected birthing statistics.  I invite you to visit the Kaleeya hospital with me to 

see for yourself the excellent facilities and services that currently exist there before 

you make any decisions about the future of Kaleeya.  I look forward to your earliest 

response and the opportunity to accompany your visit to this valuable hospital. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adele Carles MLA 
Member for Fremantle 


