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Local Government Act 1995 - Proposed Plastic Bag  

Reduction Local Law 2012 
 

The proposed plastic bag reduction local law demonstrates the commitment of the 

City of Fremantle towards tackling a global problem that threatens our marine 

ecosystems, public health and natural environment. It is on that basis that I wish to 

make a submission in support of this proposed local law. 

 

The City of Fremantle is to be congratulated for its dedication and work towards 

ecological and social sustainability as reflected in this proposed local law.  As a local 

government this proposal helps fulfil its obligations to Agenda 21 actions under the 

Rio Earth Summit and its commitment to ecologically sustainable development. 

 

I strongly support the introduction of the Local Government Act 1995 – Proposed 

Plastic Bag Reduction Local Law 2012 for the following reasons: 

 

1. Plastic bags pose a significant environmental threat to marine 

ecosystems. Sea birds and marine life, such as turtles, dolphins, whales and 

fish are at risk of death and injury through ingestion of plastic bags. The 

Australian Marine Conservation Society estimates (2009) that more than 1 

million sea birds and 100,000 marine mammals are killed every year because 

of plastic bags in their marine environment around the world.1   

 

After the death and decomposition of a marine creature, the plastic bags are 

re-released back into the environment causing further death and injury of 

more creatures. Plastic bags can take up to 1000 years to degrade and even 

then they leave toxic by-products in the marine environment.  Plastic has up 

to a thousand times higher concentration of contaminants on its surface than 

the surrounding water, and when an animal takes that into its body those 

contaminants leach out into the blood stream and is incorporated into the 

tissues.2 
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2. Plastic bags have a serious impact on land through drain blockages and    

harm to terrestrial creatures including birds and mammals. 

 

3. Plastic bags are manufactured from non- renewable fossil fuels. The 

amount of energy, water and chemicals used to manufacture a product that is 

used once then discarded into the environment leaving a toxic legacy 

spanning decades simply cannot be justified. The manufacture of plastic bags 

contributes to the release of dangerous greenhouse gases. Plastic bags 

represent one of the most grossly unsustainable articles in our western 

consumer driven culture. 

 

4. The recycling of plastic bags is an expensive venture. According to the 

San Francisco EPA it costs $4000 to recycle one tonne of plastic bags which 

can only be sold back as a commodity for $32.3 

 

5. Reducing the number of plastic bags has direct benefits for the 

environment through reduced greenhouse gas pollution, reduction in waste 

to landfill, reduction in the use of fossil fuels, energy, water and chemicals. 

 

6. The clean-up of plastic bag litter costs Australian government’s 

businesses and community groups more than $4 million a year according 

to Nolan ITU in a report for Environment Australia 2002.4 

 

7. Countries all over the world are banning plastic bags as the true cost to 

our health and environment is realised. Countries including Bangladesh, 

Rwanda, Israel, Canada, West India, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania, South 

Africa, Taiwan and Singapore have banned or are moving to ban plastic bags. 

In September 2012, the Government of India’s capital, New Delhi, announced 

that the manufacture and sale of all types of plastic sheets and bags would be 

banned in the city. The ban will include shopping bags, garbage bags and all 

kinds of plastic film and storage packets with only plastic bags required for 

medical waste to be exempt.5 

Closer to home, in 2009 South Australia led the nation with a ban on lightweight, 

checkout-style plastic bags followed by the Northern Territory and ACT 

governments. The South Australian initiative has resulted in almost 400 million less 

plastic bags in South Australia every year.6 
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Conclusion 

 

Implementing a ban on plastic bags in Fremantle is an important initiative that I 

support and which I believe will act as a model for other local governments in 

Western Australia. If the State government will not act to remove these items from 

the streets of Western Australia then local government will need to step up and take 

action.  

 

The key role of local government in waste management in Western Australia means 

that they are well positioned to make such decisions and remove this type of 

intractable material from the waste stream. I hope other councils are empowered by 

this move and seek to initiate similar bans on plastic bags in their jurisdictions. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Adele Carles MLA 

Member for Fremantle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


